Spring 2020
News from
British Girlguiding Overseas

Chief Commissioner Diane’s Spring
Message
Hello everyone,
I hope you all had
fantastic Thinking Day
celebrations with your
units.
This year’s WAGGGS
theme concentrated on
Living Threads –
Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion. As always the
WA G G G S t h e m e f o r
Thinking Day is
important in the world that we are living
and guiding in. Supporting our young
members to investigate and question these
important issues in the safe environment
that Girlguiding provides, gives them the
opportunity to be better informed. The
resource pack also gave us the great
opportunity to ‘travel’ around the world
centres as there were activities based in
these. Did your units try making a Haiku
about what makes them unique ? If you
did, we’d love to know what the girls came
up with so please send them to Jill.
Please keep your eye on our website and
social media pages as soon we will be
advertising several region adviser roles.
Amanda our OAA, Caroline our International
adviser, Monique our young member on the
executive and Bethan our Queens Guide
adviser will all come to the end of their
appointments in the coming months so we
are advertising these roles early so that
there can be good handover periods. In
fact Amanda and Caroline won’t stand
down until after our BGO events next year
enabling their successors to guide
alongside them in preparing these events.
We are also looking for a Young Leader
adviser and an Inclusion adviser, two new

adviser roles in BGO. Don’t be shy in applying
as all of these BGO adviser roles are open to
all BGO volunteers.
In April we will be welcoming Branch
Association members as they join our galleon
sailing around the world.
I know that
everyone will offer them a very warm
welcome as together we share opportunities,
knowledge, culture and friendship and so give
a stronger voice to the young membership in
British Girlguiding Overseas.
I was extremely disappointed not to maintain
my planned trip to Singapore due to the
uncertainty of the Corona virus. I was going
to meet the girls and leaders of Singapore for
the first time on home soil. Jakarta and KL
had planned a camp at Singapore zoo which I
was going to attend but that had to be
postponed too. I hope I will be able to come
later this year and meet you all then.
However I did enjoy ‘meeting’ the Jakarta
guides via Skype at their replacement Snow
World sleepover and I heard that the guides in
KL had a fantastic time honing their camp
cooking skills at their replacement sleepover.
Thinking Day is a special time to reflect on us
being part of a fantastic world wide
movement which brings girl-led opportunities
to millions of girls and young women around
the globe. It’s also the moment for me to say
a very special thank you, as you are so very
special to the girls and young women in your
units and to BGO.

Welcome to our spring 2020 newsletter.
Another edition full of amazing reports and
pictures from around the world of BGO so plenty to
interest you.There is an important postscript from
Diane at the end so do not miss it.
Please also check the website and social media for
any important information.

So thank you for being a volunteer in BGO,
I’m privileged to guide with you and I want
you to know how appreciated you are, not
just on Thinking Day but throughout the
whole year.

Diane
Pictures of Diane’s visit to Baku

Ali! I look forward to congratulating Nicky
further very soon too following verification,
which will shortly be complete.
Trainers have also been busy in the Middle
East – thank you to all who have helped
facilitate the sessions there, and to all
involved in the imminent BeNeLux & France
County weekend which I look forward to
being able to tell you more about in the next
newsletter!
A huge amount of work goes into hosting any
training and so, to help if you are organising
an event, we now have some BGO Training
Organiser Guidance. This has been sent to all
Commissioners but if you haven’t received it
for any reason, and are organising any
training, please get in touch to request a
copy.
Guidelines have also been published for
anyone working on their Leadership
Qualification and these can be found on the
BGO website here: https://www.britishgirlguiding-overseas.org.uk/
BGO%20LQ%20Guidelines%202020%20for%20Le
aders%20in%20Training.pdf
They are also useful if you already have your
Leadership Qualification and are helping
another member of your team to complete
theirs.

Guiding Development
Hello Everyone,
First of all, I hope you had a fabulous
Thinking Day and that you enjoyed
celebrating wherever you are!
I’d like to start by thanking everyone in Kuala
Lumpur, Jakarta and Brunei for helping to
make the trainings there, back in November,
go so well, and for making Nicky Parker, Erica
Miller and me so welcome. We really enjoyed
getting to know everyone better and Nicky
and Erica did a fantastic job, both delivering
all of the trainings that they needed to in
order to complete that practical aspect of
their Training Qualifications, and we are so
pleased to have them as part of the BGO
Training Team. Erica has since had her
Training Qualification verified and is now,
along with Ali East, fully qualified to deliver
First Response trainings – well done Erica and

An important part of all our training is of
course, A Safe Space. By December 2020, all
volunteers must have completed the training
appropriate to their role, so it is really
important that you complete the necessary
training as soon as you can. We’ve put
together some notes to help you with these
trainings, including what levels you need for
your role and which areas of the e-learnings
contain information more suited to the UK
than your locations overseas so please do
take a look at them in the resources section
of the BGO website.
If you’re looking for an ‘A Safe Space’, First
Response or programme training to attend,
we do have some at HQ and in the north of
England during the early part of summer – the
courses available are:
‘A Safe Space’ level 3 training at Girlguiding
HQ on Thursday 23rd July from 10am - 1:30pm

The Fun Comes First! (Unit Programme
Planning Training) at Girlguiding HQ on
Thursday 23rd July from 2:30pm - 4:30pm
First Response training in Girlguiding HQ on
Friday 24th July from 10:00am - 4:30pm (Full
Course) & 10:00am – 12:30pm (Refresher)
‘A Safe Space’ level 3 training in Stockport,
on Saturday 4th July from 10am - 1:30pm
The Fun Comes First! (Unit Programme
Planning Training) in Stockport on Sunday 5th
July from 2:30pm - 4:30pm
First Response training in Stockport on
Sunday 5th July from 10:00am - 4:30pm (Full
Course) & 10:00am – 12:30pm (Refresher)
Please contact Rachael at HQ,
(bgo@girlguiding.org.uk) to book your place.
As ever, if you have any questions regarding
anything I can help with, you are always very
welcome to get in touch and thank you so
much for everything you do. Happy guiding!

Hazel Plant
Welcome to a familiar face!
Many of you will remember Alison Thomas
when she was BGIFC Guide adviser, or more
recently from Compass 19. We now welcome
her as our new financial adviser. She succeeds
Tricia Neal, who has sadly decided to leave.
Alison writes:
I would like to say that it is good to be back
with BGO. Some of you will already know me
from my time as Guide Adviser which I started
in 2008. I am now back as
the financial adviser, and it
has been good to meet some
old friends already.
I live in Nottingham, where I
am a Guide leader and a
Ranger leader. I am married
and have two grown up
children.
Megan lives in
Leicester and is a Brownie leader and
chartered accountant – in that order! Nathan
is still benefitting from home comforts, but
also works in money with the council.
I don’t have a paid job, but I do a lot of
Guiding jobs and am also church treasurer. My

husband has just retired last summer, so we
are hoping to have a bit more time for
holidays now – once I can learn to say “no” to
the jobs that keep coming my way! I enjoy
reading, baking, knitting and sewing, I play
the guitar, and also have piano lessons. I like
penguins, and my small friend Flipper often
accompanies me on my travels.

International Adviser
We are happy to be able to report that we
will be sending 2 BGO participants to the
European Jamboree which will take place in
the summer in Poland.
One participant is from the Netherlands and
the other one from Abu Dhabi, UAE. They will
be joining a unit from LaSER region to embark
upon this adventure and we look forward to
hearing all about it when they get back.
As you will have seen advertised elsewhere in
this newsletter, we are very much looking
forward to BGO’s International Camp in
Malaga - Viva 2021 and we hope that we will
be joined by a patrol from each of the regions
and countries of Girlguiding in the UK as well,
of course, as our own BGO members.
Please, as ever, contact me and let me know
of any International Opportunities you are
considering taking your girls to in the near or
distant future.
A quick shout out from the International Team
from Girlguiding - please go and check out
the instagram account and follow at
ukintguides
Caroline Coleman
We are busy planning for our two big BGO
events in 2021. Camp Viva 21 is an
adventurous camp for Guides held near
Malaga. All UK countries and regions have
been invited to send a patrol and now it is
the turn of BGO Guides to secure a place.
You will see a flyer on the next page and
there is also a dedicated page on the
website.
Don’t forget to save the dates for our main
BGO event Action 21 at Waddow in July
2021. There will be more details about this
in the next newsletter.

Around the World of BGO
Benelux and France County
This year Benelux & France County will be
running a special event for each section. This
has started with a Rainbow party.
A big congratulations to our 4 Guides from
2nd Brussels Guide Unit who completed their
Gold Award and were presented with their
award by our County Commissioner, Emma

County Badge Design Competition
At the end of last year Benelux and France
County held a badge competition
for its young members to design
a badge to be awarded to
attendees of County events in
2020. The design used was drawn
by Maia from the Rainbows in
The Hague. Well done Maia!
Judith, a leader
from The Hague was
surprised and
delighted to be presented with a
BGO Good Service award. Diane
was able to join the celebration
by Skype. Congratulations,
Judith.

Bruges Weekend, January 2020
In mid January this year, 1st Brussels Guides
and 2nd Brussels
Guides spent a
fabulous weekend in
medieval Bruges.
Guides worked on a
couple of Unit

Meeting Activities and then they went on a
lovely walk in Tillegembos where they
discovered the beauty of nature and the
gorgeous Tillegem castle located there. When
they got back, they made
dough for their pizzas.
On Sunday, the girls went
on a Bruges Quest which
took them around the
medieval city finding
answers
1st Maisons-Laffitte Guides have recently
raised the amazing total of 1112,15€ for
Chiens Guides, Paris. They were visited by a
dog and his trainer and discovered It costs
15,000€ to train a guide dog.
The first project was a sponsored swim where
they collectively swam 326 lengths in 30
minutes 8150 metres raising 988,60€. The
second project was a bake sale.
Congratulations 1st Maisons-Laffitte Guides
for your outstanding efforts.
Toulouse Guides get busy with plastic
1st Toulouse Guides collected 5 blue whale
lengths of plastic as part of the Future Girl
Acts on Plastic badge. One group made a
large dolphin sculpture.
Others made reusable face wipes by sewing
some beautifully soft bamboo towelling back
to back with some cotton jersey. Some of
them used a sewing machine for the first
time.

Around the World of BGO
Europe County
1st Starnberg Brownies, Germany completed
their Charities Interest Badge by researching,
preparing for and advertising and carrying out
a fantastic Bake Sale at Munich International
Junior School. The Brownies baked and served
beautifully! We raised 450€ for the Australian
Red Cross. We designed Thank You cards to
show them how much we appreciate what
they are doing.

1st Paphos Brownies, Cyprus
Congratulations to Sami of 1st Paphos
Brownies on being their
first Brownie to achieve
her Gold Award. Seen
here with her leader
Helena at a carol
service in Paphos where
it was presented.

1st Bucharest Guides, Brownies and
Rainbows, Romania
Brownie Leila had her hair cut in a school
assembly and donated it to the Little Princess
Trust, for her Charities Interest Badge.

Bucharest also celebrated a district Thinking
Day event. You will see more photos on our
Thinking Day page.

Action ’21 is the BGO summer event
for everyone in 2021. it will be at
Girlguiding Waddow Hall from 25 - 30
July 2021. Camping and some indoor
a c c o m m o d a t i o n , t ra i n i n g s a n d
activities - adventurous and others -

Around the World of BGO

A message from Jakarta!

Happy World Thinking Day, everyone - 22
February is a very special date on the Girlguiding
calendar, it’s when we think about our sister
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers, Treffies
and Leaders all around the world! So hello to
past and present and here’s looking forward to
the future too.
Jakarta marked World Thinking Day with an annual
Bake Sale, raising Rp 11,750,000 (about £650) for
Operation Smile, a local charity which funds life
changing surgeries for children with cleft palates
and hare lips.

Girlguiding 1st Bucharest held a district World Thinkin
Day event. The first task, to share how we are unique
was led by our 2 patrol leaders. Then girls rotated
through tasks to further their understanding of the
theme.

Thinking Day in Dubai
Guides took part in
Thinking Day on the Air
and can be seen here
chatting with Guides in
Sweden

Around the World of BGO
Middle East and Africa County
Dubai celebrates 50 years of guiding
The first ever Dubai unit opened 50 years
ago. It was 1st Dubai Brownies. Today there
are 38 units and over 650 girls.
At Camp 50 girls had a great time on the
inflatables. They also practised working

Dubai Rainbows Annabelle and Chloe
receive their Gold Award.

Asia County
Jakarta

together as a team, tried new challenges and,
most importantly, had fun

Diane organises trainings in Baku and Dubai

Rainbows had an exciting trip to Bogor
Botanical Gardens as part of working towards
the Nature interest badge. Highlights were
the bus ride, alfresco picnic and games in the
grounds of the Presidential Palace.
1st & 2nd Jakarta Brownies celebrated
Christmas in style with a Santa Sleepover
which included ice skating, a Promise
Ceremony around the virtual fireplace, and
Christmas gifts in the morning.
Guides kicked off the New Year with a trip to
try out archery at a local mall. This was such
a great activity and they were looking
forward to our camp at Singapore Zoo, but
sadly, this has had to be postponed due to the
Coronavirus. The camp is now rescheduled
for November but in the meantime, the girls
were treated to a fun overnight at school
instead, with a trip to the recently opened
Snow World, a Skype with Diane, a campfire
and then a spa night with a movie.
Louise Kennedy

Around the World of BGO
Badge secretary Francine meets BGO
members in Nepal.
Francine Coles works for the Gurkha Welfare
Trust and travels frequently to Nepal.
Recently she had the fantastic opportunity of
meeting Fiona Smith and the two BGO Lones
Ella and Millie. Ella renewed her promise and
Millie made hers - and they entertained us
with some songs, told us about some of the
activities they had done to gain their badges
and had made cake! Francine hopes to be
back in Nepal in November and see them
again.

Singapore
Last term we finished off Future Girl with
Units making pledges to
reduce the amount of plastic
they use on a daily basis.
This fantastic jelly fish was
made by 3rd Rainbows and a
sea eagle by 1st Singapore
Wessex Brownies.
Our fabulous leaders Clare and Julie, put
together Monopoly Singapore which involved
over 60 Guides and Rangers rolling the dice
and travelling around Singapore by various

means of transport,
completing challenges
(chance and community
chest), sent to jail (time
out penalty) and trying to
bank as much money as
possible. A fantastic day
of team work. Photo
shows Julie at Singapore Monopoly HQ.
Guides and Rangers attended Remembrance
Sunday at Kranji War memorial. 7th Brownies
took part in the FAB project - (fill a bag)
which is given to underprivileged children in
Singapore and 4th Singapore Guides raised
money to fill boxes for Ang Mo Kio Children's
Services. 122 Brownies attended a private
screening of Frozen 2, whilst our Rainbow
Units made wonderful Olaf marshmallow
pops. 3rd Guides took part in the Greatest
Snowman Challenge badge.
Congratulations to two of
our Rangers, Ella who has
completed
her
Commonwealth Award and
to Lily who took part in Peer
Educator training last
summer and has run sessions
on Think Resilient.
District Commissioners Alison and Anita met
with HE Kara Owen who is the new British
High Commissioner
to Singapore to talk
about British
Guiding
and how
we can work closely
to provide support
and opportunities
for our girls and
leaders.
This term has been a little challenging as
some of our guiding meetings have been
cancelled due to COVID-19. The girls are
meeting as and when they can and are
working on challenges and badges at home.
Our visit from Diane was postponed as was
our large District Thinking Day event. Our
units have been busy writing letters and cards
to the health care professionals in Singapore

to thank them for taking care of our
community and keeping us safe and well. A
big thank you also goes
to our leaders for
running sessions when
possible and for
keeping the girls
engaged during this
uncertain time.

members. i don't just want them to hear
from me about Trefoil, but from lots of you
who are already members. And if you are
elsewhere in the world and would like to start
a Guild, you can also contact me. I'm looking
forward to hearing from you.
Glen Aston

Archives
The three photos below came to me from
Australia. Nancy Waters who sent me them
passed away last year after a
lifetime of guiding in UK.
She was a member of the
Trefoil Guild until her
death at 96. A wonderful
lady who was still
handwriting letters to her
friends until a month or so
before she died.

Trefoil Guilds in Foreign Countries
Since we are about to welcome all the
Branches into BGO, this now means that BGO
is coming into line with Trefoil Guilds in
Foreign Countries. We have always included
areas where Girlguiding happens and there
are some WAGGGS members in TGIFC. If you
are a member of
an existing Guild
anywhere in
TGIFC and can
spare a few
minutes, please
write and tell me
all the fun things
you are doing in
your Guild and
why you enjoy it.
Your Guild Chair
will give you my
email address if
you don't already
have it and I will
forward your
letters to the
prospective

Around the World of BGO
We thought we should share the
wonderful Promise Potions made by 3rd
Safa Rainbows in Dubai

Friends of BGO
Once again thank you all for the photos
and reports you send in which we all enjoy
reading.
I am pleased to report that our Friends
Group is still expanding and people have
been using the keepintouch link on our
web page.
We have had a few minor issues with our
new badge clasp. If your badge is not
fastening securely please let me know and
we will replace it for you.
We have had a good response from Friends
to attend our AGM in Bruges. We are
staying at the Hotel Duc De Bourgogne
from Friday 3rd to Sunday the 5th April. Our
meeting will be on Saturday at 4 p.m. at
the Hotel.
Sadly this has now been cancelled
because of the COVID - 19 crisis.
In November the Committee met at Foxlease
for a three-day break and enjoyed the
wonderful surroundings that Foxlease has to
offer. Our main aim, apart from getting to

know each other,
was to design a
new badge. We
all worked really
hard with this
challenge and
made
good
progress – we just
need to finish it: not easy when we are all
spread around England and Spain.
With
Branch
Associations soon to
be part of our group
we will need to
raise our fundraising
activities. So please
think of BGO with
our 100 Club,
notelets and Friends
badge. All the details are on our webpage. Or
perhaps you could hold a coffee morning for
your friends, for our Friends. Thank you all
for your support.

Christine

A word about COVID-19 :
I’d like to say a huge, huge thank you to everyone in BGO for how you have faced the
challenges that the Covid-19 virus created to our guiding programme around the
world.
I feel it is extremely important for you to all know that our experiences in adapting
our guiding to take into account these special circumstances and offer safe
alternatives to the girls have been appreciated by Girlguiding.
HQ was delighted to hear that we were part of a WAGGGS team in Singapore saying
thank you to those on the front line dealing with the virus by sending them cards and
messages of support. Perhaps it’s something that we could lead on if felt appropriate
in other areas of BGO?
So a huge WELL DONE and THANK YOU to you all for everything that you have done
and are continuing to do during this particular time. I know that it hasn’t been, and
continues not to be, easy but I know that everyone is doing their upmost to ensure
that we offer what we can so that the girls can continue to guide safely in their
homes if they want to.
Thank you all again - you are amazing!!

Diane
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Guiding Development
Hazel Plant
gdev@british-girlguiding-overseas.org.uk
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Outdoor activities
Amanda Weldon
ajwmjk@yahoo.co.uk
Marketing and Communications
Jill Heyes
jillpr@british-girlguiding-overseas.org.uk
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