Summer 2021
News from British
Girlguiding Overseas

Chief Commissioner Diane’s
Summer message
Hello everyone
What a roller coaster of a
year we have had!
Depending on where you
guide in BGO, we’ve ranged
from meeting as pre – March
2019 including holding
sleepovers and camps to
sending out ideas through
emails, running meetings on
zoom and sending girls activity packs,
sometimes being able to meet outdoors but
then returning to Zoom and sending more
activity packs out and sometimes, on the very
rare occasion, being able to meet at normal
indoor venues. However we have kept in
touch with the girls, we’ve all kept smiling
and have done our best to offer the girls the
best guiding we can. Thank you for all that
you have done.

Welcome to our Summer 2021 newsletter.
Summer is here and our latest newsletter
is full of reports and news plus some news
about appointments and awards.
Thank you to everyone who has
contributed to this packed edition.

I hope that you enjoyed Action ’21, our first
BGO virtual festival? What fabulous activities,
workshops and challenges we had to choose
from! It didn’t matter how old we are, there
was something for everyone. From magic
shows, advice on illustration techniques,
s p a c e a d v e n t u re a n d l e a r n i n g a b ou t
orangutans to creativity with chocolate and
mosaic designing for the girls and from
commissioner cafés and training sessions to
adult skill builders for our adults, I think we
can all agree that the 6 week festival was
fantastic and great fun. A huge thank you to
Amanda, Emma, Caroline and their team for
organising the festival for us.
During the opening and closing weekends, I
dropped into quite a few of the workshops
and watching the girls and leaders enthusiasm
and pleasure as they joined in the sessions
confirmed to me that BGO is a very special
region. It didn’t matter which country the
girls and leaders were joining from, in the
session they became a unit and they were
quickly saying hello to each other especially
when they saw a newly made friend in
another session later in the day. Some of our
girls recognised each other from previous
BGO bi-annual camps and picked up their
friendship as if it was just yesterday they had
been together and not 2 or 4 years ago.
This year, more than ever, there has been a
lot of pressure on our adult volunteers so the
fun, creativity and sometimes just pure
silliness of the adult skills builder sessions
during the festival was a moment to forget

that pressure and for us to also just be ‘girls’.
Sessions that were planned to last an hour,
quickly continued for 2 or more and we were
back the following week to see what surprises
Adele and Freya had in store for us. Thank
you both for all your creativity and making us
laugh in all the sessions.
I’ve been very lucky to have been invited to
Silver and Gold award presentations as well
as thank you and goodbye parties around
BGO, so I have continued to ‘travel’ while
staying at home. Thank you for your
invitations because it is always wonderful to
say hello, thank you and congratulations.
I know that not everyone will be able to see
family and loved ones this summer, or winter,
break and this will be very disappointing but I
do hope that everyone will be able to have
some relaxation time. As Sam Kean said,
“….summer is when laziness finds
respectability”
It’s been a challenging year but guiding has
continued.
Thank you so very much for
everything you have done to make guiding in
BGO so special. Have a wonderful break and I
look forward to guiding alongside you all in
September and to see how together we can
create another exciting, adventurous and fun
guiding year for everyone.

Diane
Guiding Development
This guiding year has been another very
challenging one, but I hope that you and all
your families have been able to enjoy some
better days and that there are many more
freedoms to come before too much longer.
Since our last newsletter, the BeNeLux and
France County Training weekend has taken
place as a virtual event and the team did
fantastically well, with trainings and more
social sessions too. Well done and thank you
to all involved!
Many of you have also completed A Safe Space
and First Response trainings remotely, and the
BGO Trainers have been absolutely brilliant at
adapting and making these courses accessible

– thank you Trainers, and thank you to
everyone who’s attended.
Of course, I think we all agree that the whole
of Action ’21 was completely fabulous!!! We
had a training session and a Q&A session
every week throughout, alongside the
wonderful programme for the girls, and we’ve
really enjoyed seeing volunteers from all
corners of the globe at these. We’ll be
making plans for some more virtual trainings
throughout the year when we come back in
September so please look out for those and if
there is a topic that you would really like to
see covered, please do let me know!
Also through next year, we will be continuing
our monthly Commissioner Cafés. We’ve had
five so far and covered a huge variety of
topics as well as enjoying the chance to share
experiences and knowledge to help support
all Girlguiding volunteers.
I hope you have a good summer and a wellearned rest! It’s a real privilege to guide
alongside you all and I’m looking forward to
seeing you in September – hopefully in an
ever more recognisable world. Until then,
stay safe and well and thank you so much for
everything you do for the girls and for your
fellow volunteers.

Hazel Plant
Young Leader Adviser
The last few months have been super busy for
all our young leaders with school
commitments. Thank you to everyone who
has joined a Young Leader Café, the 14+
Opportunities training at Action ’21, and the
Lead Out Loud leadership workshops. It’s
been fabulous to meet you all!
The Young leader Cafés will be taking a
summer break and will return on Saturday
28th August with a special double edition:
“Intro to being a Young Leader” for YLs at
11am UK time, and “Supporting a YL” at noon
for adults leaders who have a YL or may have
a YL in the future. On the 25 September we’ll
bring and share games and activities and
October will be a week early and we’ll be
blitzing the Young Leader Qualification.

• Looking for a new challenge or
adventure? Join Girlguiding/Rainbows/
Brownies and you can expect to try lots

Lead Out Loud Workshops
This term we had 2 wonderful sets of
workshops, one for Rangers and Young
Leaders (across 2 Sundays), and one for
Guides (across 3 Thursday evenings). We had
a brilliant time learning how to use the
WAGGGS leadership mindsets in our lives and
got to speak to two incredible women
leaders: Bettina Pfleiderer, a professor in
medicine researching gender and cognition,
and violence against women and children;
Marion Boecker,
a women’s human rights
consultant.
If you or your unit would like to sign up for a

of different, fun activities and even make
new friends!
Do you want to learn new skills and have
fun? Then Girlguiding/Rainbows/Brownies is

session in the autumn term, please email

me youngleaderadviserbgo@gmail.com

Growing Guiding
Using social media and other
promotional channels.
We have all suffered a drop in numbers
over the last year or so. But don’t worry
you are not alone!
I am very happy to have a discussion
with you and produce a campaign to
highlight recruitment in any form you
prefer.

the one for you – earn badges and make
new friends.
Fun, friendships and unforgettable
experiences are at the heart of Girlguiding,
helping every girl discover her full
potential.

Have you thought about using social
media to promote your unit?
Here are a few key-messages you can use
in your posts
• Girlguiding/Brownies/ Rainbows is all
about fun and friendship. Join us and
try lots of new things
• At Girlguiding/Rainbows/Brownies you
can try lots of different activities and
earn badges – dancing, baking, caring
for nature, plus so much more! Come
and join us

I also have a number of
short videos and images
(known as digital
assets) which are delightful and great for you
to use too. I can supply these for you to use
on your social media to attract attention.

Please just ask me. They will also be
available to download from the Girlguiding
website in July.
Please don’t reinvent the wheel there is a lot
of help available. lynnebgo@gmail.com

Lynne Armitage

Awards
Congratulations to Caroline Coleman,
outgoing international adviser, on receiving
the Laurel Award. Caroline was actually
presented with the award by Dubai
Commissioner Alicia Hol as it was announced
by Diane at a special BGO Exec meeting.

again - or just meet together without masks!”
Congratulations Frances.
Diane also presented BGO Good Service
Awards to several of the Safe Space trainers
who worked so hard to get us all trained and
compliant in time. Congratulations to
Kathleen Murphy (Gibraltar), Nicky Parker
(Malaysia) and advisers Carol Selwyn-Jones
and Adele Steel.

PR Adviser Jill Heyes was also
surprised and delighted to be
presented with her award at
an Exec meeting in April.

BGO Good Service Awards
Unfortunately we were not able to include
the presentation to Frances Buttle of
Stuttgart in the last newsletter, but Frances
has written:
“Well, that was certainly a
surprise!
As my brain started processing
reasons why Carol might
have decided to
gatecrash our Guide
meeting,
I certainly
didn't expect the
doorbell to ring... and
someone to be waving
flowers and presenting a
badge to me!
So thank you all for all the organising ... I'm
still recovering from the shock.
With the exception of extra-long risk
assessments, all I can say is I am only doing
what I enjoy... and couldn't do any of it with
out my wonderful team of leaders, helpers...
girls and their parents for supporting them to
keep guiding through these difficult times.
Here’s to one day being able to go camping

In honour of all the workshops
she had led at Action’21
Rosemary Howell was given a
BGO Thank you award.

The Girlguiding Hero Award
Adele Steel, chair of the awards committee
writes: As you can see we have had some
wonderful presentations celebrating
outstanding achievements within BGO.
We have a new addition to our portfolio of
Thanks and Recognition accolades.
HQ have produced a Girlguiding Hero
Certificate to be presented to those who have
done an exceptional job in one particular
area or at a specific event.
Unlike our Good Service Award we do not
need letters of support to present this
certificate. We do however need you to
contact the Awards Committee if you know of

a person that should be recognised as having
gone ‘above and beyond’. If it is agreed then
this certificate would be sent to the Division/
District and we would
hope
that
a
presentation would be
arranged locally.
This certificate can be
awarded alongside out
other Awards such as a
Thank You Badge as an
extra ‘Well Done’.
Please continue to
nominate your fellow
G u i d e r s a n d Yo u n g
Members for all of our
Awards. You will find all
the details and
information of how to submit your
nominations on our website.
The Awards Committee will sit late August/
early September.”
The first BGO Girlguiding Hero Certificates to
be awarded were presented to Amanda
Weldon and Emma Nelson, who as Outdoor
Activity Advisers were responsible for the
success of Action ’21.

Farewell to Barbara Ferris as Europe
Commissioner. Barbara has written a farewell
poem in the style of Coleridge’s Kubla Khan.
At her last executive meeting Diane was
delighted to present Barbara with a well
deserved Girlguiding Hero certificate. Barbara
is succeeded by Julie Pollington from
Germany.
In Girlguiding did BGO
For girls a lively presence make.
To light their fire and make them glow
Ensure they never felt below,
And definitely there’s always cake!
The leaders gather on distant shores
To nurture, support and teach to lead.
From simple things like making Smores
Instilling self-belief and more
Hungry minds, with confidence, feed.

The pleasure that we gain for us
Should not be undermined one jot.
To talk and laugh and make a fuss
To have an impact, makes us thus
Girlguiding, worth every single friendship
knot.
So grateful thanks for all those years Of love,
support, advice and fun,
For happy and less happy tears
I will remember loud and clear, Thank you for
each and every one!
Barbara Ferris

Meet the new County Commissioners
Julie Pollington
County Commissioner Europe
I started my guiding journey at the age of 4 in
Northern Ireland earning badges as a Bunnie
(forerunner to Rainbows) and apart from a
short break at university, I have continued
ever since. I have been a
l e a d e r s i n c e m y 1 8th
birthday and when I
moved to Paderborn in
Germany “for one year” in
2000 I was pleased to find
Rainbow, Brownie and
Guide units. Within a short
time, I was appointed
District Commissioner, and
after
various
appointments in Germany, I was delighted to
be appointed as County Commissioner for
Europe. As I have been a CC before, the
commissioner side of things isn’t completely
new to me, but I hope it doesn’t take me too
long to find my feet in this role and to find
the various units in Europe.
20 years after moving to Germany, I am still
here and now have dual nationality which is
not something I ever imagined until Brexit
happened…. I have two daughters (a Brownie
and a Guide) and a husband (Unit Helper) so
guiding is definitely in the family.
I am grateful to Barbara for all she has done
in the county and I look forward to carrying

this on. During my time in Germany, I have
had the honour and pleasure of meeting lots
of wonderful people and I am looking forward
to meeting even more in Europe, physically or
digitally. Guiding in BGO has been an amazing
experience and my aim is to ensure that each
and every member can say the same.

Asia is an amazing place to live with so many
different cultures and a wide range of
different cuisines. I can’t wait for border
restrictions to lift so I can get back out
exploring with Girlguiding and with my family
(although I know I’ve still got a long wait for
that day to come).

Nicky Parker
Commissioner designate for Asia

Queen’s Guide Adviser

Hi I’m Nicky and I’m the new County
Commissioner for Asia. I’ve been in guiding
since I joined Brownies at the age of 7
(Rainbows didn’t exist then) and have never
left. I was a Guide, Ranger, Young Leader, a
member of SSAGO while I was at university. I
completed my LQ and camp
licence while I was at
university and have been a
leader ever since.
I have
been a leader in Surrey,
Essex and Leicestershire and
without a doubt BGO is my
favourite! Over the years I
have had the opportunity to
do so much with Girlguiding
including many internationals
as a Ranger and a leader,
volunteering at the World Camp when it was
held at Foxlease, being presented by my
Queen’s Guide Award by Princess Margaret at
Kensington Palace, I’ve abseiled a castle
tower in Germany, walked over the top of the
O2 in London, camped in the Malaysian jungle
as well as trying so many new things that I
don’t think I would have done without being a
member of Girlguiding.
We moved to Malaysia in 2015 where I was
thrilled to find an amazing team of leaders
who welcomed me so warmly. I am currently
a Brownie and Guide leader as well as
Malaysia division commissioner. Since being
in BGO I have also qualified as a Safe Space
trainer so over the past couple of years have
been lucky enough to travel in person and via
Zoom to meet and train leaders around Asia
County.
In this new role as county
commissioner for Asia I’m looking forward to
meeting and working with more of our BGO
leaders in Asia.

The Queen’s Guide Award is the highest award
you can work towards in Girlguiding. It’s open
to members aged 16-26 and must be
completed in 3 years. With five sections to
the award; service in guiding, outdoor
challenge, personal skill development,
community action and residential; it’s a
challenging award but very rewarding.
In the last newsletter we featured Asia
county, before we turn to another county we
just wanted to say well done to Ella (who
featured in the last newsletter), for expertly
providing much of the technical aspects and
videos for Action ’21. No job was too much
for Ella, even when changes were needed at
the last minute. She was an asset to Action
’21, showing a fantastic Guiding spirit
throughout. Thank you and well done Ella!
We now turn the spotlight onto BeneLux and
France county, whose current candidate is the
most recent person to sign up for the award
in BGO.
Hannah, BGO’s youth representative, has
been a guiding member in Belgium since she
was 5. During a Ranger meeting she saw a
leader be presented with her Queen’s Guide
Award. This captured her imagination,
inspired her to find out more and eventually
sign up for the award. Hannah’s just
completed her first year of university in the
UK. She’s got some great plans for her award,
including getting involved with the Student
Scout and Guide Organisation (SSAGO)
through the society at her university. She
intends to join other societies in order to
learn a new skill – she’s looking forward to
seeing what’s on offer come September.
While COVID has made planning some of her
award, like the residential clause,
challenging, she’s already cracking on with

Service in Guiding. She supported the
planning of Action ’21 and is currently the
Youth Representative on the BGO executive
committee. She will make sure the voice of
our young members is heard in BGO and
beyond! Good luck Hannah – we look forward
to seeing what you get up to to complete the
award over the next three years.
Other candidates around the world continue
to work on the award and we hope to bring
you news of candidates in Branches in the
next newsletter.
Interested to find out more or sign up to the
Queen’s Guide Award? Please contact Em
Glendinning,
bgoqueensguideadvisor@gmail.com

The live workshops and the Facebook page
helped us to show members they are part of
something far larger than their own local
unit. The website activities engaged members
and were used by unit leaders across our
region, providing fun and games for young
members meeting virtually and face to face.
We celebrated Action 21 with a final live
event sharing photos and videos showing what
members had achieved during the festival.
If you were unable to take part, don’t worry
the activities will be available on the website
over the summer so take a look.
www.bgoaction21.com.
Or you can watch both the opening and
celebration events:
Opening Ceremony Action 21
Celebration Action 21

What a success! Having postponed our
planned event at Waddow in the UK this
summer, it was decided to organise a virtual
event for all members. Action ’21 Virtual
festival ran for 6 weeks during May and June,
with over 800 members from across the world
taking part.
We hosted over 60 virtual live workshops for
the girls, with magic, animal charities,
illustrators, forensic science, space and
astronauts, hanging out with orangutans,
Harry Potter tours included in the list, there
was certainly something for everyone. Action
’21 also included training and social virtual
sessions for adults. The event website
provided activities around 6 Themes, with 6
activities to try for each one plus weekly
taskmasters and bonus activities – there was
plenty of variety and encouraging everyone to
get involved.
At our virtual opening ceremony, we were
treated to Storyteller Andy Copps telling a
tale created especially for us about a girl
travelling the world in ships and overcoming
adversity. Over 200 members were listening
including the Chief Guide Amanda Medler and
Assistant Chief Guide Emma Guthrie.

We would like to thank all the BGO team of
volunteers who worked so hard and gave so
much of their time to make Action ’21 the
success it was. Thank you also to all our girls
and parents who joined the Action ’21 fun –
we can now look forward to our next BGO
event at Waddow in 2022.
'Before Action '21 we did some great things
here, but nothing like this. Now we know
that we belong to something much bigger
and even better, BGO and it's wonderful.'
Leader in Bermuda.

Outdoor Activity Adviser
Whilst camps and holidays have been limited
to members in some of our small Island
nations this year, outdoor activities have been
taking place across the BGO world.
Where the situation has allowed, units have
been running weekly meetings up face to face
outside, adapting to the advice and
regulations to minimise the spread of Covid.
For many outdoors has become the norm and
leaders are finding outdoor spaces in their
local area and the girls are having fun
meeting up and being outside with their unit.
So, despite everything, where we are able
outdoor guiding continues and, in some areas,
it is probably a bigger part of guiding than in
normal times.
Emma Nalson

What the girls said about Action ’21
Action 21 has been one of the best things I
have done with Brownies this year. I loved
all the workshops.
It was fun to meet girls from all over the
world and a few of my unit friends were in

the groups too. I can't wait to meet everyone
at a real camp one day.
… I didn’t have any favourites as they were
all amazing and I learned something new at
all the workshops! I’m really happy that I got
to participate in something this year even
with Covid.

Around the World of BGO
Benelux and France
1st The Hague Brownies have been busy
since we returned to outdoor face to face
meetings. We’ve been practising making giant
bubbles and the science
behind it; we’ve created
our ice cream flavours from
scratch for Action ’21;
we’ve been fabric painting
our own personalised ‘bags
for life’ by designing
patterns that represent our
favourite things, and will
inspire us as we use our
bags. We’ve also been
building bridges out of
scraps when the rainy
weather hit! The girls are
looking forward to marking the beginning of
the Summer holidays with a treasure hunt.
Cerys Pretty
1st Maisons-Laffitte Guides currently have 8

girls which has been perfect for our zoom
activities and allows us to interact with and
involve each girl.
We completed our Communicate Stage 4 Skills
Builder with activities including learning
British Sign Language. No term would be
complete without cooking activities! We
made lemonade scones and
homemade butter and Elisa led a
session on making a chocolate
mug cake.
We have had a virtual zoo
experience with Animal
Workshops which was fabulous.
Blossom the skunk was very
popular! We created a pop-up

Mothers’ Day card whilst at the same
time doing the Knock Knock UMA
about telling jokes.
We talked about the Queen’s 95th birthday
and learnt about her time as a Guide. We
watched an old film of the Queen at Guide
camp and brainstormed ideas about what
Girlguiding had brought to us:
• Girlguiding is an adventure and has taught
me new skills
• It has made me feel happy and confident
• I discovered that I can be creative
• I have made new friends and enjoyed
teamwork
• I enjoy cooking and sleepovers
• Guides is fabulous, fun, great!
Lynn Callet

Bermuda
History In the Making on International
Women's Day: Two talented Brownies from
First Devonshire Brownie Pack, Chelsea and
Etana
have made history by designing
Bermuda History Landmark badges that they
and their Brownie Troupe will wear with
pride. Both girls attended with their troupe,
an African Diaspora History Walk in St.
George's with the tour guides, their Brown
Owl and Commissioner Verginia (Wally)
Simmons and parents.
They then participated in a History Diaspora
Quiz created by Snowy Owl, and a Venture
Badge Design Competition they took online.
Chelsea and Etana were FIRST PLACE
WINNERS. As one of the numerous prizes,
their badge designs of St. George's Town Hall
and St. David's Lighthouse were sent to
Bermuda Embroidery and transferred onto
badges for their peers in Brownies.
They were further rewarded with a 3 hour
History Taxi Tour.
Both artistic young ladies were honoured as
part of Women's Day Observances at The Lady
Asser Hut, Girl Guide Headquarters during a
Dr. Seuss Book Party. Both will receive
Scholarships to attend The Masterworks Art
Camp this summer and will be introduced to
local artists for mentoring.

The First Devonshire Brownie Pack will be
holding a reading initiative after MP Zane

York, and dynamic Youth Representative, Koa
Goodchild from Mount Zion Church.
In addition to fostering positive relations and
building LEADERSHIP CAPACITY,
The Club
embarked upon a Mentoring Initiative during
the Pandemic between the Rotary Exchange
Program and the First Devonshire Brownies.
On Sunday June 13th Brownies received
certificates of participation during a Healthy
Living Brownie Extravaganza held at Lady
Asser Hut, Girl Guide Headquarters.
Cathy Bassett

Cayman Islands
DeSilva donated close to $1,000 to purchase
books written by Bermudians David Chapman
and Ras Mykkal.
A spokesperson for the Brownie pack said,
“The First Devonshire Brownie Pack is elated
and appreciative of the generosity and
compassion of MP Zane DeSilva.“The
devastating pandemic has caused multitudes
of children to fall behind in reading, locally
and globally. As a result, Bermuda, as well as
other jurisdictions are working feverishly to
develop tutorials, provide laptops and reading
resources and boost reading skills to avoid
future challenges in education.”
As part of Hamilton Rotary Club's Youth
Development Initiative, Rotary Youth have
been encouraged to partner with Bermuda
Guides to help build character, foster good
relations and strengthen leadership skills in
youth.
The Rotary Interact Club has had a very
successful year in spite of Covid and has
recently completed a series of Leadership
seminars on Zoom , Bermuda Girl Guides have
had the benefit of joining Rotary Interacters
in Zoom meetings gaining a wealth of
knowledge in what it takes to be an
exemplary leader.
Both groups of teens were privy to
outstanding leaders such as The Hon. Justice
Stoneham, Toastmaster's Ebony Fray, Bermuda
Youth Leader, Ryan Perinchief, who is a
Rhodes Scholar, Rotary District 7230 Governor,
Mary Shackleton, Past Rotaract Chair of
Rotary District 7230, Abit Tabeer from New

Girlguiding Cayman Islands have been busy
with activities and events. The Brownies had
lots of fun at the Big Brownie Sleepover in
May, they visited the Botanical Park and were
lucky to see a Blue Iguana, learn about
different types of palm trees and had lots of
fun splashing in the water pad. Guides and
Rangers had a
fun morning
s a i l i n g ,
snorkelling the
reef
and
visiting Stingray
C i t y. A t t h e
Q u e e n ' s
B i r t h d a y
Celebration,
Brownies,
Guides and Rangers helped the Protocol
Office looking after guests.

Around the World of BGO
Europe County
Germany
1st Stuttgart Rainbows, Brownies and Guides
have enjoyed taking part
in the Action'21 activities
and St. Helena Challenge
this term.
Even in a little Zoom
window you could see
the look of delight on
one Rainbow’s face as
her Wish star unfolded it was wonderful... now
we just hope that
COVID-19 goes away and
her wish to go Pony Riding with Rainbows can
come true.
Frances Buttle

Romania
Bucharest Guides and Brownies have
engaged in live workshops and activities both
at home and some of us in our unit meetings
for ‘Action ‘21’. One Brownie made a mascot
named ‘TRISHA’ for the opening ceremony Thoughtful, Ready, Inspirational, Sharing,
Helpful.
We have also enjoyed a circus themed virtual
sleepover to end our
Guiding year. Girls
have built and slept in
marvellous big top
tents, decorated
bunting and created
guiding lights for the
night time. They have
practised circus skills,
dressed up, and made zip lines. At online
meetings, girls decorated gingerbread people,
some Guides made their Promise, we created
dance moves, laughed over the language of
Bingo and created a hullabaloo playing body
percussion. One Brownie even performed two
amazing magic tricks for us! In the morning,
girls made their own tasty breakfasts of
scrambled eggs or American pancakes.

Rainbows have not had any meetings
this year, so It was especially
delightful to have some committed Rainbows
joining us.

Rachel Eglinton
1st Bucharest Girlguiding Coordinator

Asia County
Malaysia
With every session since March 2020 taking
place on Zoom our leaders and girls are
getting more and more creative as the weeks
go by.
Across the division we have all loved joining
in with Action’21 activities with many units
incorporating some of the activities into their
programme including edible face masks,
yoga, natural tie dyeing, chocolate chip
cookies, ice cream in a bag, yoga with Freya,
promise stars, friendship bracelets as well as
the taskmaster challenges. Some of our girls
joined the online workshops and loved every
minute of joining up with other BGO members
from around the world. A couple of our units
also completed a few of the Girlguiding
Spring Social activities as a whole unit at the
start of term. Our KL North District units
joined together to celebrate Eid.
Cooking is still an all-time favourite on zoom
and this term our units have made pineapple
upside down cakes, chocolate chip cookies
and ice cream in a bag from Action 21, pizza
from the Spring Social, turtle bread and
scones for the Queen’s 95th Birthday.
Around the division the Rainbows have been
to space, headed underwater, made dens,
packed bags for camping, made caring,
sharing Rainbow fish, decorated their teddies
to go to space, compiled buddy books for our

friends, modelled
Rainbows from clay as
well as playing lots of
games; sock game, duck race, Crabs coming.
Our Brownie units have been equally as busy
completing skills builders and UMAs as well as
chocolate Olympics, building marshmallow
catapults, making marble run labyrinths as
well as enjoying visits from a magician,
forensic scientist and a drumming workshop.
The Guide units have celebrated Earth Day,
make shadow puppet theatres, taken the
opportunity to pamper themselves with face
masks, lip balms and yoga, tried a few new
crafts including decorating candles, macramé
and friendship bracelets and investigated
illusions and trick photography as well as
learning some amazing magic tricks.
This term we are thrilled to have awarded
1 Rainbow Bronze, 2 Rainbow Silver
Rainbow Gold Awards.

and 6

1 Brownie Bronze , 3 Brownie Silver and 1
Brownie Gold Award.
1 Guide Bronze and 3
Guide Silver Awards.
As well as completing
her Rainbow Gold
Award one Rainbow has
also completed all 12
Rainbow interest
badges.
Well done
Isla.

Magic and Mayhem Virtual Sleepover
The last weekend of June saw Malaysia
Division Rainbows and Brownies join together
for a virtual sleepover making use of the
Magic and Mayhem pack produced by the
Girlguiding UK activity centres. The Rainbows
and Brownies were entertained by a
magician, created their own costume to

attend a virtual party, built magical
adventure dens, zip lines
for their teddies, made
hoopla and skittles
fairground stalls,
storytime with the
author Dan Worsley and
a magical science
session saw them
making magic milk,
lemon volcanoes and
armpit fudge. This was
a great virtual
sleepover to celebrate
the end of another
guiding year.
Nicky Parker

Archivist
I know a lot of units have been closing
because of the pandemic and for other
reasons, when leaders have been returning to
UK
Please, when this is happening, do your best
to save some of the important history of your
unit. Records showing registration forms are
useful as well as photos of important events
your unit has been involved in, particularly
from high ranking Girlguiding visitors and
Royalty. If you can find these items try also
to make sure there is a date (even the month
and year is good) .
Scrapbooks also need
dates, please as it is hardly worth keeping
them if we can’t show when they were made.
I was recently given a huge file containing
minutes of district and county meetings over
a long period of years. This is fabulous and I
presently processing all these items for the
archives.
If you are returning to UK, please bring these
items with you and contact me on
glenarchives@british-girlguidingoverseas.org.uk I can then give you a UK
address to send them to as mail between UK
and Belgium is tricky these days and very
expensive.

TGIFC
Trefoil Guilds in Foreign Countries
All nine of the Guilds around the
world have been continuing their
fun; mostly on-line via Zoom calls
during the pandemic and now, the
time has come to get back together
again. In the next newsletter I will
show you photos of the happy
groups as they see each other in the flesh
after all this time.
Many members also
joined in with Action 21 and thoroughly
enjoyed the fun with BGO.
And now, I have a favour to ask of you all.
Can you find some new members for Trefoil
Guild? You can be a leader in Girlguiding as
well as a Trefoil Guild member. You don’t
have to have been a Guide or Brownie to join
as long as you agree with the ethics of
Girlguiding and Trefoil. Men and women over
the age of 18 can be members and there are
several men from various areas of TGIFC
already.
If you know someone in your part
of the world who might be interested please
let me know and I will contact them and tell
them what is on offer in their part of the
world. If there are four people in one area
we can form a Guild. People who are alone
can be absorbed into the International Lones
Guild, which is a lively group spread across
the globe.
I hope to hear from you soon.
And lastly now that the Branches are all
enclosed in the BGO family, can we think
about new guilds?
We already have guilds
in Bermuda, St Helena and Gibraltar but it
would be lovely to have a guild in the
Falklands or BVI, Montserrat or Anguilla,
Cayman Islands or Turks & Caicos.
Please
think about it and get in touch so I can help
you put a guild together. It will be great to
add to our guilds. Looking forward to hearing
from you.
Glen Aston

Friends of BGO
The Friends have been extremely busy since
our Spring newsletter and we on the
committee enjoyed our learning experience
of holding our AGM online. I received many

emails and letters thanking the Committee
this event. Our audience enjoyed the
opportunity of catching up with happenings
within BGO, seeing their friends on line, their
surprise gift of a cup of tea and biscuit during
our tea break before settling back down to
listen to Anne Llewelyn-Jones, who gave us
an excellent talk on Branches.
We have been on a spending spree since the
meeting. We helped finance the opening
ceremony for Action ‘21. We have paid for
badges requested by Bermuda and are in the
process of sending polo shirts for Rainbows, T
shirts for the Brownies and Polo shirts for
Guides, Rangers and leaders to St Helena.
This is proving to be a mammoth task as they
are being shipped by sea, so another learning
experience for us to get to grips with.
Hopefully by the end of September the
Guides and their leaders will be showing off
their new uniform tops.
As we are having a spend, we are also
thinking of ways to get some more monies in.
Two of our committee members, Kate and
Anne, are on the case and more information
will be out very soon of how you can support
our new venture.
Many of our members asked for the St Helena
badge thus helping them financially to
celebrate their 100 Years of Girlguiding.
From experience our Guides here in Wiltshire
have embraced this badge and have been
busy working towards gaining it.
A real
mixture of interesting experiments and
activities and at the same time learning all
about St Helena and also BGO.
We had been experiencing some difficulties
with people using our links to purchase a
Friends metal
badge,
or to become a
member. However, it was soon rectified once
we identified that we had a problem.
We are now looking for a venue for our AGM
next year in Cambridge. Many of you have
expressed an interest in attending this event
either in person or via the internet. We are
hoping that we will have an opportunity to
get together for the first time since the Covid
pandemic or from the comfort from our own
homes. Chris Glover, Friends Chair.
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