June 2021

News from British
Girlguiding Overseas

Four facts for you to enjoy from BGO around the world!

A message from Chief Commissioner Diane.
Hello everyone,
Welcome to a special extra edition of our BGO newsletter which
follows on from our extremely successful first virtual festival
Action ’21.
What great fun we have all had over the past 6 weeks!
We’ve walked our age, made cosy dens, had fun with chocolate,
built towers and bridges and made the longest paper chains ever.
During the opening and closing weekends we went to workshops to learn about
space, illustrating, animals, magic, resilience, Zumba and storytelling. Most of
this fun can continue at home during the summer as the Action ’21 website and
closed Facebook group will remain open until September, so please do continue to
make the most of it.
This special extra edition of the newsletter brings together all the information
from the 15 countries highlighted over the 6 weeks festival and we hope you
enjoy it.

Diane

BELGIUM
• Belgium has three official languages, French, Dutch and German
• Even though people call them French Fries, they were invented in Belgium.
• Belgium is the home of the Smurfs and Tin Tin
• Brussels is famous for its artists.

BRUNEI
* Brunei Darussalam ( Meaning "abode of peace) is one of the richest countries in
the world despite being only 5,765 sq km in size and having a population of
around 433000.

* Petroleum was discovered in 1929 which accounts for most of the country
wealth alongside the production of natural gas.
* Brunei is home to lots of rare animals, including pangolins, proboscis monkeys
and clouded leopards. There are also 35 plants species only found in Brunei
thanks to 70% of the country being rainforest.
* Kampung Ayer, which means "water village" in Malay, is the largest stilt house
settlement in the world and is made up of little villages connected by wooden
boardwalks. As well as houses, there are schools, shops and mosques making up
the water village.

CAYMAN ISLANDS

• The Cayman Islands were first sighted by Christopher Columbus in 1503, he named the
islands Las Tortugas after the large number of sea turtles. In 1586, Sir Francis Drake
named the islands “Cayman” after caiman (crocodile).
• We’re home to the rarest orchid in the world, the Ghost Orchid.
• We’re located at the top of an underwater mountain which is located in the deepest
part of the Caribbean Sea.
• The silver thatch palm is endemic to the Cayman Islands.
• You can walk the entire length of our Seven Mile Beach on Grand Cayman.

FRANCE
France is famous for its iconic croissant. Did you know that they are not French but
Austrian?!
France is famous for its fine dining but did you know that French gastronomic snobbery
originated in the Revolution? The exile or beheading of France's ruling classes left their
chefs without work. Many of these unemployed master cooks set up restaurants in the
arcades of Palais Royal in central Paris and introduced haute cuisine to everyone.
The French are well known for their love of cheese. In 1962, President Charles de Gaulle
asked, "How can you govern a country which has two hundred and forty-six varieties of
cheese?" There is immense diversity within each variety of cheese, leading some to claim
closer to anywhere between 1,000 to 1,600 distinct types of French cheese, grouped into
eight ‘families’. The naming of French cheeses is very strictly controlled according to
where and how they are made, in a similar way to wine and champagne.

GERMANY
The girls of 1st Stuttgart Guides came up with the following facts:
1.The legend of the Easter Bunny originated in Germany!
2.Nearly one-third of the country remains forested!
3.There are over 2100 castles in Germany!
4.There are over 1500 beers in Germany!
5.The worlds narrowest street is in Reutlingen Germany! (Where one of
our Guides lives)

INDONESIA

LANZAROTE
Lanzarote has an area of less than 850 km² but has around 1000 volcanoes.
There is a unique species of blind albino crab which lives in an under ground
volcanic pool.
As the landscape is similar to that found in the moon and Mars tests are carried
out here for the machines sent to explore their surfaces.
Although we are part of Spain, we are significantly closer to Africa than Europe
(just over 100km)
There are more camels in Lanzarote than the whole of Europe.

MALAYSIA
Girlguiding Malaysia featured their 4 Facts in a video introduced by Smuggle
Wuggle the Orang utan. This is what we learned:
In Malaysia people eat rice - for breakfast, lunch and dinner - Nasi lemak is a
favourite dish.
In Malaysia you can find the world’s largest flower the rafflesia which smells of
rotten meat.
You can also find the durian - a fruit which also smells rotten.
Orangutans wait until their babies are Brownie age before having another baby.

ROMANIA
You can find 60% of Europe's brown bears roaming in the forests of the
Carpathian mountains.
The first gymnast in the world to be awarded a perfect score of 10.0 at the
Olympic Games was a Romanian, Nadia Comăneci, at the age of 14, in 1976.
Did you know that in the capital city of Bucharest, there is an Arcul de
Triumf modelled on that in Paris, France?
Romania has mud volcanoes, mineral and thermal springs and salt mines,
including the largest mine in Europe with the purest air on the planet!
Our photo, taken by Raluca, shows the traditional Martisor gifts we exchange
on 1st March to celebrate the coming of Spring.
Composed by Brownies Mia & Leila & leaders Raluca & Rachel

SPAIN

Que Tal!
Spain is Home of the world’s second most widely-spoken language - after English
Rice Loveliness!
Although many foreigners see paella as a
Spanish dish, many Spaniards don’t. That’s because
most locals see the colourful rice dish as coming
from the region of Valencia and so does not
represent the cuisine of the country.
Grow your own!
Spain leads the way when it comes to renewable
energy. In fact, it was the first country in the world
to have wind as the greatest source of its electricity.
There are a lot of "sun farms" too!
There’s no tooth fairy in Spain!
But don’t worry – those teeth don’t get wasted!
Instead of the famous tooth fairy, when Spanish kids
lose a tooth they put it under their pillow for a magical mouse called Ratoncito
Pérez. Just like the tooth fairy, little Pérez collects the tooth and leaves money
or a small gift in its place.

ST HELENA
Leaders in training, Alaina Crowie and Marcella Mittens collated 4 interesting
facts about St Helena,
• St Helena offers a once in a life time opportunity to swim with the biggest fish
in the world – The whale shark
• Jonathon, St Helena’s famous tortoise is the oldest land animal in the world,
who has lived through 2 world wars and six generations of the heir to the
throne.
• Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte was exiled in St Helena on 15 October 1815 and
died here 200 years ago.
• St Helena harvests some of the world’s best grown and purest coffee which is
exported and sold in Harrods, London, UK

SWEDEN
British Girlguiding Overseas started in Sweden in 2004 with a Brownie unit in
Stockholm. A Rainbow unit was started in 2018.
Swedes like to maintain their traditions. On the 30th April they celebrate
‘Valborg’ with big bonfires to welcome in the spring. At Midsummer in June, they
dance around a maypole and put flowers under their pillow so that they can
dream about their future partner. On December 13th they celebrate ‘Lucia’ by
dressing up in white gowns, singing songs and eating rice pudding, ginger snaps
and ‘Lusse katter’, a sweet saffran bun. Finally, families will watch Donald Duck
on Christmas Eve before opening their presents.
Did you know that over 54% of energy in Sweden comes from renewable sources.
These are predominantly hydropower (water) and bioenergy (food waste). The
target is for all energy in Sweden to be renewable by 2040.
The Nobel prize is the legacy of Alfred Nobel, a Swedish inventor and
entrepreneur who studied explosives and invented dynamite. When he died in
1896 he wanted his money to be distributed annually as a prize for contributions
to physics, chemistry, physiology or medicine, literature and peace. There has
also been a prize for economic sciences since 1968. These prizes are presented at
banquets on the 10th December in both Sweden and Norway.
You can find more facts about Sweden by visiting Sweden.se

THAILAND
The Girl Guides Association of Thailand was founded in 1957 by Lady Kanok
Samsen Vil and has over 28,030 members (as of 2003) ranging from 4 years old to
20.
In 1962, the Association was granted a Royal Patronage by Her Majesty Queen
Sirikit.
Girls have their Guide meetings as part of their school curriculum.
Thailand is where you’ll find both the smallest and the largest creatures. The
smallest mammal in the world, the bumblebee bat, calls Thailand home. You can
also find the largest fish, the whale shark, in Thai waters.

TURKEY
The money of Turkey is called Turkish Lira.
The capital city is Ankara which is where we are based and its symbol is a cat.
The biggest city is Istanbul which is half in Europe and half in Asia.
Turkish foods include mantı (Turkish ravioli) which is often served with yogurt,
kebabs and Turkish delight which you often get with a little cup of strong black
coffee.

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

We have an annual camel beauty competition, with millions of dollars in prize
money. Camels at the competition are often for sale and a beautiful camel, can
sell for around 12 million US dollars!!!
We have the tallest building in the world - the Burj Khalifa 830 metres
We have a government ministry for happiness. Her Excellency Ohood bint Khalfan
Al Roumi has held the position since it was introduced in 2016.
Petrol and (bottled) water, cost roughly the same.

